	Year 2026 

Foundation Stage Medium term planning Summer 1
Theme: Travel / Transport 

CHARACTERISTICS OF EFFECTIVE LEARNING RUN THROUGH ALL PLANNED ACTIVITIES:

· Playing and exploring – engagement (finding out and exploring, playing with what they know, willing to ‘have a go’)

· Active learning – motivation (involved and concentrating, keep trying, enjoying achieving what they set out to do)

Creating and thinking critically – thinking (own ideas, making links, choosing ways to do things)

	
	Area of Learning 

	13th April
FS1 - 4 day week

What do we know about travelling?
	20th   April
Journeys on land- Naughty Bus
	27th April
Journeys by rail
	4th May
Bank Holiday – 4 days
Journeys by Air
	11th May
Journeys in Space
	18th  May
Journeys on water

	
	PERSONAL,

SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Self Regulation,

Managing Self, Building Relationships
	Prior knowledge
· To resolve minor conflicts independently / without an adult

· To know who can help us when needed

· To be able to work as a team

	
	
	LO: Talk about journeys they have been on. Display photos, tickets, leaflets etc.
Look at information from questionnaires and who went on what journeys
	LO: To know how to cross the road safely

Discuss road safety – holding a grown –ups hand to cross the road.
	LO: Accept the needs of others, take turns and share resources
Circle time about sharing with others and making correct choices
Rail safety – don’t play near train tracks
	 LO: Show concern for others and the environment
Talk about how we look different from other people but we feel the same inside
	LO: How can we be resilient and persevere?
Discuss trying our best and having a go and keeping going when things are tricky
	LO: How do we contact the emergency services?
Talk about what an emergency is and isn’t. How do we contact the emergency services?
Keeping safe at the beach

	
	
	Intent for this half term- what will children know at the end of the half term
· To manage their own needs (F2)
· To consider the feelings of others

· To show resilience and perseverence

	
	COMMUNICATION AND LANGUAGE

Listening, Attention and
Understanding,
Speaking
	Prior knowledge
· To start a story using traditional story language – Once Upon a time

· To sequence a story correctly when retelling it

	
	
	LO: Talking about journeys and preparation/ packing. Look at objects from a packed suitacase for going on holiday. What re they? What would you pack?
F2 – Role play garage+ train station

	LO: To develop language through role play connected to vehicles

Naughty bus small world

+ garage small world role play
Geckos real vehicles
	LO: To develop language through role play connected to vehicles

Train Ride story – small world + train track
Off to the train station You tube Early Vision
	 LO: To develop language through role play connected to aeroplanes

Airport small world role play

Off to the airport
	LO: To develop language through role play connected to space
Small world space play + astronauts on planet or the moon

	LO: To develop language through role play connected to boats

Boating marina small world role play
Geckos RNLI

	
	
	Intent for this half term- what will children know at the end of the half term
· Start a conversation with an adult and continue it for many turns 
· Learn new vocabulary and use it in different contexts

· Ask questions to find out more (F2)

	
	PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT Gross Motor Skills

Fine Motor Skills

Yoga each week with Jane Gray - ongoing
	Prior knowledge
· To be able to move in a variety of ways (F1 – jump, hop, tiptoe)

· To be able to throw and catch a variety of apparatus (F2 – beanbags, scarves, balls etc)

	
	
	LO: To use a selection of small and large equipment

Use skipping ropes, hoops, trim trail, sacks correctly – sometimes to travel

	LO: To use a selection of tools

Making vehicles using a variety of tools and materials


	LO: To use a selection of small and large equipment

Use bouncy hopper track, skipping ropes, hoops, trim trail


	LO: To throw and receive small equipment

Throwing paper planes, bean bags , small and large balls – target practice

	LO: To balance using points of the body. 

To travel in a variety of ways

Walking on the moon, moving like an alien, space track. Balancing on one foot, one foot and hand etc

	LO: To develop fine motor skills

Investigate movement of water / forces
Use water and paint brushes to develop letter formation

Use water funnels and tubes kit



	
	
	Intent for this half term- what will children know at the end of the half term
· Develop body strength, co-ordination, balance and agility
· Develop core muscle strength 
· Know which things support overall health and well being : healthy eating, tooth brushing, physical activity 

· Develop skills needed to manage a school day 

	
	READING 

Comprehension and word reading

F2 : Daily No Nonsense phonics – see teacher book F1: See Supersounds planning
	Prior knowledge
· To join in with repetitive refrains from a story – e.g run run as fast as you can / I will do it myself
· To identify rhyming words

· To use a story map to retell a story in the correct sequence 

	
	
	LO: Shows interest in illustrations and print in books
F2 – reading independently -  own books
Stories linked to travel

	LO: Enjoys an increasing range of books 

F2 – reading independently -  own books
F1 –big book sessions with older children in small groups

Stories linked to buses, trucks, cars etc
	LO: Enjoys an increasing range of books 

F2 – reading independently -  own books
F1 – big book sessions with older children in small groups
Stories linked to trains
	 LO: Shows interest in illustrations and print in books
F2 – reading independently -  own books

F1 – big book sessions with older children in small groups

Stories linked to air travel – The way back home -  going on holiday
	LO: Shows interest in illustrations and print in books
F2 – reading independently -  own books

F1 – big book sessions with older children in small groups
Stories linked to space
	LO: Shows interest in illustrations and print in books
F2 – reading independently -  own books

F1 – big book sessions with older children in small groups
Stories linked to boats

	
	
	Intent for this half term- what will children know at the end of the half term
· Read some letter groups that represent one sound (F2)
· Read a few common exception words (F2)

· Recognise words with the same initial sounds (F1)


	
	WRITING
F2 : Daily No Nonsense phonics – see teacher book
	Prior knowledge
· For HA/MA children to write the start of a story in the correct order, using simple sentences and time words – then, next etc. (F2)

· To write fist names unaided (F1)

	
	
	LO: Use correct letter formation(F1) and capital letters and full stops (F2)
Write where you would like to travel to F2
Model writing in role play area(F1) 

F2: Penpals Book 3 

     
	LO: Use correct letter formation(F1) and capital letters and full stops (F2)

Write where the Naughty Bus goes around school F2 

Model writing in role play area(F1) 

F2: Penpals Book 3 

     
	LO: Use correct letter formation (F1) Use finger spaces, capital letters / full stops (F2)
Writing sentences based on the ‘Train Ride’ F2
Model writing in role play area(F1) 

F2: Penpals Book 3 

     
	 LO: Use correct letter formation (F1) Use finger spaces, capital letters / full stops (F2)

Write sentences about plans/ helicopters (F2)
Model writing in role play area(F1) 

F2: Penpals Book 3 

 
	LO: To use capital letters and full stops
Writing sentences about a rocket to the moon(F2) Model writing in role play area(F1) 

F2: Penpals Book 3 

     
	LO: Writing labels and captions

Writing sentences about different types of water transport.(F2)

Labelling types of water transport (F1) 
Model writing in role play area(F1) 

F2: Penpals Book 3 

     

	
	
	Intent for this half term- what will children know at the end of the half term
· Write short sentences using words with known sound/letter correspondence (F2)
· Write some or all of their name + some letters accurately (F1)

	
	MATHEMATICS
Number, Numerical patterns

See Numberblocks Maths scheme plan
	Prior knowledge
· To know number bonds to 10 and be able to write the number sentence (F2)

· To understand the commutative properties of number (F2)

· To match quantities to numerals up to 5

	
	
	See Maths Medium Term Plan


	LO: To know and recognise 2D shape

Using shapes to draw and construct different types of vehicles
	L.O. To be able to order objects using ordinal numbers
Numbering train carriages and people getting on and off
	 LO: To measure using standard and non-standard units

Measuring how far paper planes travel. Which went the furthest?
	LO To develop and understanding of weight / size

Which objects would fit into a space rocket? What would be too heavy?
	LO: To develop an understanding capacity and weight.

Making boats (F1) with straws and pots

	
	
	Intent for this half term- what will children know at the end of the half term
· Count and recognise numbers beyond ten (F2)
· Compare numbers

· Know double facts (F2)

· Say one number for each item in order (F1)

	
	UNDERSTANDING THE WORLD 

Past and Present (next term), 

People, culture and communities
The Natural World
	Prior knowledge
· To investigate and notice changes

· To think about why changes have occurred (F2)

· To notice signs of Spring and comment on them

	
	
	LO: To know where we live and be able to talk about it using a simple map
Where do we live? My address is… the town we live in is …

Look at map of Stapleford on Google Earth/ Streetview.(F1&2)

Can you find your house ? LO: To understand about growth  and observe change

Plant seedlings 

	LO: To comment on images of familiar situations in the past
Compare pictures of old and new vehicles – can you spot the differences and discuss.  Use sorting activity – old and new
LO: To understand about growth  and observe change
Care for seedlings
	L.O. To know what happens at a train station
Watch ‘Off to the train station’ on Youtube – discuss what happens – Early Vision
L.O. To use remote control vehicles

To use remote control cars.

Peppa Pig – train ride
	LO: To draw information from simple maps 

Look at simple maps. How could we make a map of the playground
LO: To understand about growth  and observe change
 Transplant seedlings and water

	LO: To compare and contrast characters from stories, including figures from the past.
Read ‘Man on the Moon’ or ’Whatever Next’ story and talk about moon landings.  Discuss the first moon landing with Neil Armstrong
LO: To understand about growth  and observe change
Ongoing care for plants in raised beds
	LO: To investigate floating and sinking

Use different materials to make boats

Which one will go the fastest / carry the most marbles?
Investigate floating and sinking
LO: To understand about growth  and observe change
Ongoing care for plants in raised beds

	
	
	Intent for this half term- what will children know at the end of the half term
· To be able to say how transport is different in the past

· To gather information from simple maps

· To contrast and compare figures from the past

	
	EXPRESSIVE ARTS AND DESIGN
Creating with materials
	Prior knowledge
· To develop more control with paintbrushes and print making objects

· To develop the vocabulary linked to art tools

	
	
	LO: To use a range of paint techniques

Wheel/track prints.
Tracks in shaving foam etc.
	LO: Using painting  / printing techniques

Bus paintings with cut out faces. 
	L.O. To use joining techniques to create trains

Box modelling trains
Train carriages with fasteners

	LO: To use over and under weaving technique

Weaving baskets for underneath hot air balloons.

	LO: To design a 3D space ship

Whatever Next + The way back home

Use boxes and tape to create a space ship/ station
	LO: Different paint techniques to create water effects

Bubble paint prints / splat pictures / printing with different shades of blue.

	
	
	Intent for this half term- what will children know at the end of the half term
· To use a variety of techniques to express ideas and feelings
· To sing in a group

· To develop storylines in pretend play

	
	EXPRESSIVE ARTS AND DESIGN
Being imaginative
	Prior knowledge
· To retell stories using small world characters / puppets

· To resolve minor disagreements independently

	
	
	LO: To play alongside children who are engaged in role play on a similar theme.

Setting up new role play areas –
F2- garage + station

F1 – packing ready for a trip

	LO: To be able to use available resources to create props to support role play.

Outdoor bus role-play. Set up ticket office to buy tickets
	LO: To be able to use available resources to create props to support role play.

Create trains carriages using crates and herring boxes.  Make tickets in writing shed – ticket office
	LO: To play alongside children who are engaged in role play on a similar theme.

Using herring boxes to make an aeroplane.  Making passports – check-in desks.
Den building
	LO: To play alongside children who are engaged in role play on a similar theme.

Space role play – astronaut dressing up clothes & large boxes for space ship

Alien slime – gloopy textures
	LO: To play co-operatively alongside other children.

Set up boat role play outside. Think about journeys on the boat

	
	
	Intent for this half term- what will children know at the end of the half term
· To invent own narratives in small world or role play
· To preform songs with others and move in time to music


Rota for each class themed weeks:
1. Introduction 
2. N- land E:trains 

3. N: trains, E: Air

4. N: Air, E: space

5. N: Space, E: water

6. N: water, E: land

