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EYFS Curriculum  Understanding the World - Past and Present


	Nursery
	Be familiar with terms like new and old e.g. Which toy is old? How can you tell?
Recognise that there are children who are older than them and others that are younger including siblings e.g. Have you got a younger/older brother or sister?
Have an awareness that they can do more for themselves than when they were babies e.g. What can you do that babies can’t do? 
Look at photographs of parents and grandparents when they were young e.g. What can you see that is different in the photograph?
Have an understanding of terms like yesterday, last week, last year e.g What did we do yesterday at Nursery? What have we been learning about this week?
Appreciate that artefacts are old and have been used before e.g. How can we tell the bear is old?
Know how old they are e.g How old are you?

	Reception
	Autumn Term
	Spring Term
	Summer Term

	
	Remember and talk about significant events in their own experience e.g. How did you celebrate your birthday/Bonfire Night / Diwali / Christmas? 
Know and understand that grandparents are older than parents e.g. Who are the oldest people in your family?
Become familiar with words and phrases such as ‘in the past’ or ‘a long time ago’ e.g. Jesus was born a long time ago / Guy Fawkes lived in the past/ People who died in WW1 a long time ago
Begin to understand the some familiar stories were set in a time before they were born e.g. How can you tell this home is from the past? (Peepo story by the Ahlbergs), When was Jesus born?
Know how old they e.g. How old are you? 
	Recognise and describe special times or events e.g. How did you celebrate your birthday/ Lunar New Year / Easter?
Begin to compare and contrast characters in stories set in the past/ old objects e.g. How can you tell that this bear / toy is old?  How is it different to a new bear?
Understand that people celebrated events like Easter / Christmas before they were born e.g. Ask your grown up what their favourite Christmas present was when they were a child
Use appropriate language to describe the past such as ‘in the past’ e.g. Christian people believe that Jesus died a long time ago.
Know when their birthday is e.g. When is your birthday?

	Talk about the lives of people around them and their roles in society e.g. Who helps us? Relate to Emergency Services
Know some similarities and differences between things in the past and now, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class  e.g. How is transport different now from the past?  Which car is old / new? What made trains move in the past?
Understand the past through settings, characters and events encountered in books read in class and storytelling e.g. Who was Grace Darling? What is she famous for?


	Vocabulary
	similar, different, past, present, now, then, a long time ago, Guy Fawkes, Houses of Parliament, King James

	old, new, past, present, now, then, a long time ago, bear

	Heroes, old, new, past, present, now, then, famous, a long time ago, Queen Victoria, lifeboat, lighthouse, shipwreck, passengers


	Cultural Capital
	Ask grandparents / great grandparents about things in the past such as toys, teddies, photos.




